
CONSULTATION LEAFLET AND QUESTIONNAIRE 

Proposed 3km Underground Cable to Connect the 
Caledonia Offshore Wind Farm Substation at Burnside 
To New SSEN-T Substation at Greens

BACKGROUND

In 2021, Ocean Winds was awarded an area of seabed for the development of 
offshore wind as part of the Scottish Government’s “ScotWind” programme.  The 
site is adjacent to the company’s existing Moray East and Moray West Offshore Wind 
Farms in the Moray Firth.  

The new site, called Caledonia Offshore Wind Farm, began development in 2022. 
This included preparing an application for onshore infrastructure to connect the wind 
farm to the National Electricity Transmission Grid. A new electricity substation at 
Burnside received planning approval in July 2025.  

At the same time, the National Electricity Transmission Grid operators have been 
planning upgrades to handle growing electricity demand, mainly from heating and 
transport switching to electric, and to replace old coal power stations with renewable 
energy. This includes plans by SSEN Transmission for a new substation at Greens.

It is proposed to connect the consented Caledonia substation at Burnside to the new 
SSEN-T substation at Greens by means of underground cable. 

Cables will be installed underground, so after construction and restoring the land, 
there will be no visible signs except for small marker posts showing where the cables 
are. 

THE PROPOSED INFRASTRUCTURE

•	 Ca. 3km Underground Cable Corridor accommodating up to four 400kv cable 
circuits

•	 Temporary haul roads to support installation, to be removed & reinstated after 
completion of works
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONS

Are there any natural or landscape features, or any local wildlife considerations which you are aware 
of within the search area which you believe should be taken into consideration as part of the process 
to identify a suitable cable corridor?

Are there any activities (commercial or recreational) undertaken within the search area which you 
believe should be taken into consideration as part of the process to identify a suitable cable corridor?

Do you (i) live or (ii) work within 1km of the proposed infrastructure search area?

Live       Work 

Would you like to be kept informed of future developments of this project?  Please supply either email 
or postal address below: 

Do you have any further comments about the project, or how provision of information could be 
improved?

Please return to: 

Caledonia Offshore Wind Farm, 
5th Floor, Atria One, 
144 Morrison St, 
Edinburgh, 
EH3 8EX



REQUIREMENT FOR AN ADDITIONAL PLANNING APPLICATION

The development of new electricity generation projects and the development of the 
National Grid are separate, different and independent processes.  At the time of 
development, it was not expected that Caledonia would require connection to the 
new infrastructure proposed by SSEN-T at Greens. However, recent months have 
seen changes to that expectation as a result of developments from the regulatory 
framework which determines how new generation is connected to the National Grid.  

PLANNING APPLICATION

This consultation is to help optimise design and delivery of the proposed 
infrastructure as part of the planning application process. 

Various different environmental surveys, including habitat surveys for trees and 
plants and watercourses, and protected species surveys for badgers and otters will 
take place on site over the coming months.  Consultation with statutory stakeholders 
including Aberdeenshire Council, SEPA, Historic Environment Scotland and Nature 
Scot will be undertaken in order to ensure that the proposed infrastructure and its 
installation are environmentally sound. 

This information will be used to support the submission of an application for outline 
planning consent which will be made to Aberdeenshire Council.  

Please note that this consultation is being undertaken by the developer and is 
not a consultation on a live planning application. An opportunity to comment on 
any planning application will be advertised in the usual way by the local planning 
authority.  

LOCATION
 
The Map indicates the area where feedback from residents is requested on the 
proposals, to allow for the optimum siting according to local, landscape features, 
and to best accommodate other land use such as agriculture. The route has been 
selected with consideration of environmental sensitivities, allowing the most direct 
route from Burnside to Greens while avoiding peaty grounds, areas prone to flooding 
and maintaining an appropriate buffer from residential properties.
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